
PRESS
 BOOK
 2021

Monumental
 Gallo-Roman 

complex and 
archaeological 

park 
In Chassenon (16) between Angoulême and Limoges



Cassinomagus2 Cassinomagus3

I - CassInomagus            ...p.5

 1- A city full of history

 2- the best preserved gAllo-romAn thermAl bAths in frAnce!
 3- the scAr of A stAr for A territory 
 4- ArchAeology source of knowledge

II - an anImated sIte to dIsCover                             ...p.11 
 1- visits And Activities

       2- new feAtures in 2021
 3- 2021 events

    

III - PratICal InformatIon           ...p.17

  1- contActs And prAticAl informAtion 
 2- services provision

 3- locAtion

 4- the AlfrAn teAm And its goAls 

summary



Cassinomagus4 Cassinomagus5

 1-A city full of history

After 51 B.C., all of Gaul is Roman. A unique civilization appears: the «Gallo-
Romans». The Lémovices, Gallo-Roman people, whose capital was Augustoritum 
(Limoges), took advantage of the Roman peace to develop their territory.

They built Cassinomagus in the first century, a secondary agglomeration (on 
a surface of approximately 130 hectares), which is located on one of the major 
communication axes of Gaul: the Via Agrippa, which links Lyon to Saintes. This city 
is used as a mansio (roadside relay) as indicated by its presence on the Peutinger 
table. Its name might come from the Gallic: cassano «oak» and mago «market», 
literally «the market of oaks».

Today, Chassenon, a prosperous town, is founded on the antique Cassinomagus. 
The archaeological park of 15 hectares shelters the remains of the thermal baths, 
the temple and the aqueduct and proposes a large offer of visits and animations.

I - CassInomagus

A gAllo-romAn 
AgglomerAtion of 

130 hectAres

CassInomagus In a few numbers

1958
rediscovery of the thermal baths

+ 140
 archaeological objects on display

15 ha
hectares of parks to explore

12 500 m²
total surface of the thermal baths

20 000
visitors annually

+ 60 years
 years of archaeological research

90 A.D.
beginning of the building site of the baths
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At the end of the 1st 
century A.D., on the 

periphery of the city, public 
buildings with imposing 

surfaces are built: a 
sanctuary with a temple 
and a sacred woodland 

area, an edifice for 
entertainment, an aqueduct 

and thermal baths. This 
last monument is today 

the best known and best 
preserved structure.

The thermal baths of 
Cassinomagus are an 
exceptional witness of 
the Roman way of life. 
Unknown to the Gauls, 

they are the expression of 
a new art of living. They 

are places of hygiene, 
sport, culture but also very 
important meeting places.

The thermal baths of 
Cassinomagus are public 

and dedicated to the 
hygiene of the body. They 

extend over 12,500 m2, 
following a symmetrical 

plan based on that of 
Emperor Nero’s baths in 

Rome.

the thermAl

 bAths 
[...]

A new Art of 
living

They preserve their three original 
levels thanks to their exceptional 
state of conservation:  

the bather’s level with 13 rooms 
for sports, swimming and body 
treatments.

the basement with 24 vaulted 
rooms (three of which are 
accessible for guided tours)..

the employee level  with its 3 
heating yards and 11 ovens that 
heated the rooms and the water 
in the baths.

2 - the best preserved gAllo-romAn thermAl bAths in frAnce!
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The thermal baths of Cassinomagus were built with a stone of fusion resulting 
from an extraordinary phenomenon: the impact of an asteroid of one and a half 
kilometers in diameter that hit the Earth about 206 million years ago.

The Rochechouart impact or astrobleme is our local «star scar» (term borrowed 
from R.S Dietz).

In an area of a little less than 20 km in diameter around Chassenon, geologists have 
identified this particular rock: The impactite or the impact breach. It is the  result of 
the fusion of the ground rocks, following the impact of the asteroid.

The most visible examples of this rock are in the ancient 
structure, such as the baths of Cassinomagus. The 
quarries used for the construction site are in the 
immediate proximity of the site and were exploited 
in the Gallo-Roman period but also from the 
beginning to the middle of the 20th century.

3 - the scAr of A stAr for A territory 

«RochechouaRt is a 
natuRal laboRatoRy at the 
disposal of inteRnational 

ReseaRch.»  
p. lAmbert director And 

founder of cirir

4 - ArchAeology source of knowledge

The site of Chassenon has been the subject of a collective research project since 
2011, which brings together 17 specialists in archaeology and is coordinated by the 
archaeologist of the Department of the Charente, Sandra Sicard. 

This huge project entitled «From Cassinomagus to Chassenon.” Genesis, mutations 
and systems, from the first century a.c. to the tenth century p.c.» will see this year 
four new excavation campaigns (subject to authorisation).

In july and september, the excavations will focus on the presumed southwest and 
southeast entrances to the Chenevières worship site, supervised firstly by Lucie 
Carpentier, operation manager at Arkemine, specialized in the study of ancient 
places of worship, and secondly by Sandra Sicard.

The june excavations will focus on a forge located north of the place of worship and 
prior to its construction. This construction site will be supervised by Florian Sarreste 
(paleo-metallurgist for Evéha), one of the few specialists in this particular area.

the objectives ?
discoveR, study and 
analyze the city of 

cassinomagus

and its monumental 
complex.

Finally, in august, Morgan Grall, archaeologist for Evéha, will study once again the 
domus (luxurious urban house) located in the Grand Villard.
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Spectacle dans la cour Nord

1 - visits And Activities

II - an anImated sIte to dIsCover

vaRied 
and high 
quality 

visits

self-guided tour 
Visitors are equipped with an audio guide (in French, English or German) to 
understand and apprehend the remains at their own place.

guided tour
Thanks to a quality guide, the remains will reveal all their secrets.
Please enquire about the hours of the guided tours (telephone / website). Booking 
required. For groups, the visit can be conducted in English.

family tour
Visitors are transported 2,000 years into the past with this dramatized and costumed 
tour of the thermal baths.

guided tour of the archaeological digs, with an experienced darchaeologist who 
will explain to the public the excavation techniques, the equipment and the past and 
current discoveries (subject to authorization).

garden meetings with the gardener once a week in July and August; to learn more 
about plants, their modern and past uses and our environmentally friendly growing 
techniques.

The entire season

In summer

visit of the temple in virtual reality
With virtual reality helmets, enjoy  a unique experience in discover the remains of a 
temple that has now disappeared (booking required outside of summer).
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The antique games provide an 
opportunity for families and 

friends to learn about  the 
delta, the latrones ...

the digging areas for 
children are freeely accesible.

Children can  discover the 
science of archaeology 
and leave with a junior 

archaeologist certificate .

The pliny’s garden, the 
cassinomagus’ little vegetable 

patch and the apodyterium 
garden offer historical 

knowledge about the plants 
used during the Gallo-roman 

era. In summer, a water 
mister area is available in 

Pliny’s Garden.

The exhibition «Thermae 
Cassinomagus, the daily 

life of the Gallo-Romans» 
displays Gallo-Roman 

objects from archaeological 
excavations, models of the 

buildings as well as the 
virtual reconstruction film 

«A day at the baths». 

an area of historical 
reconstitution,the unctorium 

of the thermal baths, is dressed 
with furniture and objects 

based on archaeological 
artefacts, making it a space of 
immersion and entertainment

family workshops allow you to 
discover archaeology or the daily 
life of the Gallo-Romans. During 
the school holidays, come and 
create your own oil lamp or 
mosaic.

«discovering cassinomagus with livia 
and caïus» the game book allows 
children to follow in the footsteps 
of the Gallo-Romans while having 
fun. With loaned costumes and 
adapted material, our young 
visitors are transported back 2000 
years ago.

the lost treasure of cassinomagus :
a life-size       , is 
to be experienced with friends, 
colleagues or family. Full of twists 
and turns, this game will take you 
in the footsteps of Julius Caesar’s 
lost treasure, but hurry up, the 
imperatores are on your tail! From 
June to September.

to be 
expeRienced 
with family, 
couples oR 

fRiends !

the path of the gods will lead you 
on an adventure, a ludic quest to 
discover mythology: challenges, 
manipulations, enigmas to solve 
with your notebook and access to 
the labyRinth.
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2 - new feAtures in 2021

the cassinomagus apiary 
An educational apiary 

to retrace the history of 
bees and honey from 

Antiquity to the
 present day.

the great antique games 
This year the unmissable 

event of Cassinomagus 
returns twice in the 

summer, for more shows, 
more entertainment and 

more Romans!

histoRy moRe 
alive than 

eveR

playmobil* exhibition 
«antique life» 

The famous figurines 
dress up as Gallo-

Romans to bring to 
life the permanent 

exhibition presenting the 
archaeological objects!

the descent into hell
An original Halloween 

animation where ghosts, 
witches and other 

monsters will populate 
the thermal baths on the 
two nights of the 30th and 

31st October.

3 - 2021 events 

egg hunt 3rd-4th-5th april

meeting at the gaRden 5th-6th june

To discover the Garden of Pliny.

euRopean aRcheology days

19th-20th june

Archeology in the spotlight.

gReat antique days: the gallic waRs 
24th-25th july

Witness the clash of arms at Cassinomagus 
between Romans and Gauls!

conceRt in the theRmal baths 2nd august 
Performance of a new musical piece 
in co-production with the Friends of 
Chassenon and le Temps Suspendu.

aRchéo night 7th august 
Free evening show in partnership with 
the Charente Department.

euRopean heRitage days  
18th-19th september

Free entrance on the site.

halloween at cassinomagus

from 23th oct.-8th nov. 
the way to hell: a series of games and 
questions accessible during the holidays period. 
30th and 31st october 
«cold sweat» in the teRmal baths : a live-size 
investigation game . Will you be able to find the 
culprit ?
& descent to hell : to end all the investigating, 
the thermal baths wake up for Halloween, a 
theatrical night tour.

gReat antique days : pax Romana 
21st-22th august

Peace has returned to Cassinomagus, 
come and take part in the unique ancient 
festivities that we have reserved for you!
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1- contActs And prAticAl informAtion

III - PratICal InformatIon

Dates and opening hours: 
From 3 april to 14 november 2021

cassinomagus

longeas 16150 
chassenon

05 45 89 32 21
www.cassinomagus.fR

In charge of mediation:
Charlotte Chalard
contact@cassinomagus.fr
05 45 89 69 44

Press contact :
Marie Dreyer, responsable de site
marie.dreyer@cassinomagus.fr
05 45 89 69 45

from 3rd april to 2nd july and from 1st october to 14th november

Outside school holidays and public holidays:  from Wednesday to Friday from 1pm to 6pm and 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm (closed on Monday and Tuesday)
School holidays, long weekends and public holidays: every day from 10 am to 6 pm

from 3rd july to 31st august

Every day from 10am to 7pm

from 1est september to 30th  septembrer

From Wednesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm (closed on Monday and Tuesday)

Adult 7 € 
Reduced prices (Jobseeker - Disabled people- Student) 5 €
Children from 6 to 18 years 4 €
Children under 6 years old Gratuit

Escape game (from 3 to 6 people) 19 €/pers.

Extras

Guided tour  + 1 €
«Labyrinth of the gods». + 2 €
Family animations   facilis  + 4 €
Family animations  primus  + 6 €
Virtual reality guided tour  + 5 €

Prices

Subject to authorization.
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Seminars and 
private events

Meetings, private visits, 
conferences, events etc.

We are at the disposal of 
clients who wish an event in 

an exceptional place.
Each request is unique!

2- services provision

School groups and
 children 

Cassinomagus offers a 
selection adapted to shools and 

activity centres.
A thematic document can be 
downloaded on the website, 

where teachers and group 
leaders can create their own 

programme.
Booking only.

Adult groups
Whether you are an 

association, if you are a 
company or a tourism 

professional, we offer tourist 
tours in partnership with the 

local tourist offices.
Thematic documents can be 
downloaded on the website. 

Booking only.

Reception and service 
areas
The shop area offers a variety of 
products: well-being products, toys, 
books about Roman and Gallo-roman 
history,local crafts and produce.
picnic tables are at the disposal of the 
public outside the park.

Large parking areas and a bus 
parking make it possible to welcome 
many visitors. 

The snack terroir will open its doors 
in Cassinomagus in summer. Picnic 
baskets and hot dishes will be served 
on site.

A birthday party at 
Cassinomagus
come and celebrate your birthday at 
cassinomagus, for an unforgettable party!

Emperor / Empress package: 
1 supervised activity of your choice + 
afternoon snack 20€ per child.
Gallo-Roman package: 
1 supervised activity of your choice + 
lending of a room for the afternoon 
snack 15€ per child.
Heroes/Heroines package: 
Free activity «The path of the gods» 
+ lending of a room for the afternoon 
snack 10€ per child.

each Request 
is unique!
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Access
On the N141 between Angoulême and Limoges, take the Chabanais exit and follow 
the signs for «Cassinomagus - parc archéologique».

Press pictures
To illustrate your articles, you can request pictures of the remains, visits, workshops, 
etc. in digital format… Copyrights must be respected.

Pictures © Alfran, Association of the Friends of Chassenon, Department of Charente, Novo 3D, 
Pauline Turmel, Glen Recourt, S. Laval, AERA. Illustration : Isabelle Dethan.

3- locAtion

Limoges

Périgueux

Niort Poitiers

Angoulême

CASSINOMAGUS
Parc archéologique

RN 141
exit Chabanais

Follow

4 - the AlfrAn teAm And its goAls

ALFRAN is a private cultural and entertainment 
operator, part of the Aurige family group, now 
the leader in France in the restoration of historic 
monuments. 
ALFRAN’s missions are organized around three 
points: tourism advice and communication, 
management of cultural and entertainment 
sites.

The alfran team  of Cassinomagus is specially 
recruited for the management mission assigned 
by the Department of Charente since 2017. With a 
variety of skills, it successfully fulfills its mission 
in collaboration with local and institutional 
partners. 

our objective : to give Cassinomagus an unprecedented tourist influence and to 
continue our quality approach (obtaining the quality tourism label in September 
2018).

Cassinomagus must become a must-see site at regional level and be recognized at 
national level.

The historical interest, the scientific discoveries and their valorization, touching a 
very large public, will allow us to reach our objective in a durable way.

ALFRAN team 2020

a quality 
pRocess !

covid-19
the stRict sanitaRy 
measuRes taken at 
cassinomagus aRe 

validated by the 
authoRities and allow 

us to guaRantee an 
enviRonment of discoveRy 

in a «sanitaRy safe»
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my notes my notes
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THE MOST 
MONUMENTAL
 GALLO-ROMAN 
thermal BATHS 

IN FRANCE

Parc archéologique
Longeas - 16150 Chassenon
05 45 89 32 21 / contact@cassinomagus.fr
www.CAssInomAgus.fr

health measures :
follow our news...

FLASH-Me !

@CASSINOMAGUS        


